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Why did humans invent the gods? We presume 
that even very early humans assigned 
personality to the various forces within their 
lives. The lightning was not something but 
someone. It was governed by reason for its 
actions. If it struck the earth and started a 
forest fire, it was not a happenstance of 
chance, but an act of anger, perhaps against 
the forest which itself had a persona, perhaps 
against humans who had come to that forest to 
gather food not knowing that that it was 
guarded by a jealous spirit. Humans began to 
have a dialog with the nature of the world 
and with their own nature. Not just the 
weather or the fickle Earth, but also with 
anger and love, wisdom and trickery. It was 
a short step from animism to paganism. The 
forces themselves gave up their personae to 
controlling spirits. The thunder was not a 
personality, but the Lord of Thunder was. He 
became a person with vary human failings. In 
order for humans to try to understand the 
forces of their world, they made those forces 
more like themselves. 

The form of society determined the 
hierarchy of the gods. Early hunter gatherers 
are thought by some to have placed a mother 
figure at the top with all lesser spirits 
deferring to her. We don’t have much to go on 


as far as this is concerned as they all seem 
to habe been pre-literate societies. We have 
what some think are goddess idols, but even 
in early civilizations we see female gods 
playing a prominent role. Some of them do 
feel a bit like they could be adaptations of 
some earlier mother goddess. Some of the 
earlier ones are serious troublemakers like 
Ishtar. Interestingly she was the goddess 
of love and war. Those two aspects of the 
human experience were usually quite separate 
in later pantheons. 

I have always asserted that Animism is 
the hardwired belief system in human beings. 
Even the most thoroughly atheist among us 
still yell at a traffic light or want to 
kill our computer. In moments of stress we 
know that a malevolent intelligence dwells 
within these things. Part of what gods do is 
make this behavior somehow seem more 
rational. By extension, monotheism seems 
even more rational. I personally don’t get 
how it is, but many people do somehow believe 
that Christianity, Judaism or Islam are 
somehow less “primitive” than paganism. 
Running the universe is a big job, it seems 
like having a team would help. Hinduism kind 
of fudges it with a multiplicity of gods who 


Catholic Church fudges a bit too. They basically 
hold with the three fold diety 

Father/Son/Holy Spirit, but they also encourage 
the veneration of hundreds of saints who are 
“patrons” of various minute aspects of life. 
Many of them, but not all, are based on real 
people who once lived that had a special 
spiritual impact on some community. Many 
“monotheist” Christians are still happy to have 
specialists that they can address specific 
prayers to. In that respect, the gods are still 
with even these practitioners of “advanced” 
religions. 

So why am I, an atheist, bothering to ponder 
the notion of gods? People who worship 
transcendent beings have driven human culture. 
Existent or not, the gods have influenced the 
best and the worst of us since we first wondered 
how the stars got in the sky. These magnified 
reflection of our own egos have been the fuel 
of history. If we had never assigned 
personalities to the forces of life and nature, 
the panorama of human existence would look 
very different! Maybe not better, we certainly 
wouldn’t have as many great stories. The tales 
of the Greek pantheon alone are at very least 
a terrific soap opera! 

The Pantheon Project has roots in a lot of 
things for me. I spent a lot of time in the 
early 1980s studying the Old Testament as well 
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® as many of the Stecare, ater ee ren books 
that were excluded from the familiar version 
of it. That angry god of the Jewish people 
radically changed personality from writing to 
writing to the extent that they do not all 
seem to be talking about the same being. He is 
a god of love, he is a god of vengeance, he is 
a god who will set traps and play horrible 
pranks to make a point. He is obviously based 
on several different gods. There are some 
fabulous stories in there though. 
Ten years ago I was spending time playing 
the Maxis game SPORE which allowed the player 
= to create animals and sentient beings of all 
» sorts for use in the game. There was an 
extension of the game called Galactic 
Adventures that allows the player to create 
their own mini games, a little adventure to 
send the captain of their space ship on. I was 
totally sucked in. The first adventure I 
designed was called Gods of the Mongos and it 
took place in a world of hunter-gatherer 
island dwellers who had lost touch with their 
principal god. I had a lot of fun designing 
the islanders (the Mongos) and the animals and 
gods. Each of the gods had to be appeased in a 
particular way so that order could be restored 
m= to the lives of the Mongo tribesmen. Several of 
mane the characters from that game found their way 
to the Pantheon Project. 
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It was either too esoteric or too difficult and 

I was disappointed at how few plays it got. 
Pretty much all of my SPORE adventures got 
crap for plays, Poldamatuu Road, Slaves of the 
Margons, New Days on Poldumatuu Road 

(the sequel!), Kaiju Slayer, etc. all got under ten 
plays. I like to think that they were just too high 
concept, but maybe they just suck. If you have 
SPORE and want to play them, look up Doktorf 
on Sporepedia. Anyway, I rescued some of the 
Gods of the Mongos for this project. 


I wanted my gods to reflect both ancient and 
modern sensibilities. They have primal purposes, 
but these gods know atoms and electricity. 
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